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common cause with Russia and France at the present
moment. Consequently everything must be avoided that
would break down the wire between Germany and England
which has hitherto worked so well. If Germany were to
tell Sir Edward Grey plainly that she would not forward
the request to Austria-Hungary, which England thinks more
likely to be considered if it comes through Germany, this
would lead to the very state of affairs it is so essential to
avoid.
[4] Moreover, the German Government at every single
English request of the kind in Vienna, would declare to
her [bei jedem einzelnen derartigen Verlangen Englands in
Wien demselben erkldren] most emphatically that it would
in no wise endorse to Austria-Hungary such attempts at
intervention, and only passed them on in compliance with
England's wish.
[5] Yesterday, as he said, the English Government had
approached him [Jagow], through the German Ambassador
in London and directly through their representative here,
to persuade him to support England's request concerning our
modification of the Note to Serbia. He, Jagow, had replied
that he would indeed comply with Sir Edward Grey's wish
to forward England's request to Your Excellency, but he
himself could not endorse it, since the Serbian conflict was
a question of prestige for the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy,
in which Germany also was concerned.
[6] He, the Secretary of State, had therefore forwarded
Sir Edward Grey's note to Herr von Tschirschky, but with-
out instructing him to submit it to Your Excellency; he had
then been able to inform the British Cabinet that he did
not directly reject the English wish, but had even passed
it on to Vienna.
[7] In * conclusion the Secretary of State repeated his
attitude, and begged me, in order to avoid any misunder-
standing, to assure Your Excellency that his having acted as
intermediary in this instance does not at all mean that he is
in favor of the English proposal being considered.33
to Berchtold, July 27, 9:15 P.M., arrived at Vienna